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Changing Church: How God is Leading His Church Into The Future by C. Peter 

Wagner. Ventura, California: Regal Books.  196 pages


Wagner has never been one to deliberately avoid controversial subjects especially when he felt strongly about the issues and believed them to be true according to the Holy Scriptures. This book is no different. Controversial and provocative as it may be, the Second Apostolic Age is sure to cause Christians to read their Bible more closely and examine the Scriptures in such a way to clarify their doctrinal and even denominational positions. Is it a book of confusion, or is it a revolutionary book designed to cause global Christians to align themselves to a more focused Kingdom purpose? Will theologians under the spell of the spirit of religion desiring to preserve the old wineskin, circle the wagons and engage in theological war, leaving many casualties and a weakened Church in the wake, or will there be meaningful dialogue designed to strengthen the resolve and ministries of the Body of Christ?  For sure, the hour is late, and whatever happens, the missional purpose of the Church as commanded by the Lord Jesus Christ, has not altered one iota. 


This reviewer has strong beliefs about many of the issues brought to bear in this publication, as many of my colleagues in ministry will have as well. One of the paramount questions that stands out the most is, “What is the truth?”  No doubt a lot of what Wagner discusses is sound and reasonable because of the principles that would seem to be able to bear and endure the scrutiny of the apologists. Are there contemporary apostles exercising apostolic functions launching a second apostolic movement that will qualify the ministries of the post-modern Church as legitimate, forthright, and sanctioned by the Head Himself?  Is this Second Apostolic Age new wine making history before our very eyes, worth the risk of criticism and even  ostracism from some Church leaders and denominations whom Wagner claims are controlled by the spirit of religion, or is it arsenic satanically designed to impede,  suffocate, and finally bring about a horrific demise to the effectiveness of the global Church as we have known it in the past? What is the Holy Spirit saying to the Church now? What direction is the wind of the Holy Spirit blowing?  No doubt Wagner strongly contends that God is moving the Church towards a Second Apostolic Age.


Based on the Romans 12:1-2 passage, the author calls for a new way of thinking on the part of sincere and zealous believers who would dare join this most recent new wine movement that is taking shape around the world. The author seems to be strongly advocating the Second Apostolic Age while at the same time  attempting to tear down the walls of the spirit of religion. He admits his purpose for writing the book is to change minds, but to what extent, and at what expense? 


In concluding the reading and review of the book, I have more serious questions than I do answers. I remain deeply troubled about some of what I have read. Wagner, for instance, postulates the tenets of open theism, which is most disturbing. If open theism is philosophically sound, then God as revealed in the Holy Scriptures is not God. The kind of God Greg Boyd, Clark Pinnock, John Sanders and other Neo-theists present is no real God at all. The Neo-theist God is to be pitied. The spirit of religion may control some denominations. None are perfect. But being a part of a denomination does more to protect than it does harm. All denominations are man-made as there will be no denominations in heaven, but I for one, am unspeakably happy to be a part of a movement that God has led, blessed, anointed, protected and used in mighty ways through the years. 

Unspeakable: Facing Up To Evil In An Age of Genocide and Terror by Os 

Guinness.  San Francisco: Harper and Collins Publishers.  242 pages.

Do we really understand evil and its effects in our traumatized world today?  Are we responding to evil effectively in the post-Auschwitz and September 11, 2001 world in which we live? How are we to understand the pain and suffering of humanity? Guinness tackles the age-old problem of evil and a good God in light of the criticisms that extremist religion is at the heart of the global problem of evil. He frames his study by exploring a number of questions: [1]  Where does evil come from?  [2] What are the questions raised by evil that we cannot ignore?  [3] Has the modern world made evil worse? [4] How do the different ways of explaining evil affect how we respond to it?  [5] What must we do to fight evil effectively? and [6] What does the existence of evil tell us about our ultimate beliefs?


The fact that we are constantly exposed to human suffering and evil is a daily and global reality thanks to CNN, Fox News, MSNBC, World Wide Web, U.S. News and World Report, Time, and the daily newspaper. Such proximity to world events is a new feature of our post-modern world. We see people starving, fighting, killing, bombing, drowning, aborting babies, and committing genocide. The format of Cable News provides the reminder directly into our homes every 30 minutes or so. We are constantly faced with the beleaguered Jews and Arabs in the Holy Land.  There is even talk of what to do with the aging Baby Boomers, and the concept of them becoming such a financial burden to the State. Government may not want the overwhelming responsibility of caring for an aging society. What are the possibilities? For sure, the value of human life in light of worldwide terrorism and suicide bombers has cheapened even more. How precious is a human life?  What would the family of Terry Schiavo, and the moms and dads of our American soldiers who have died on foreign soil say? Terrorists work tirelessly night and day planning to kill the most people they can with the most effective high-tech weapons they can find. 

Guinness wrote, “We have lived through the five most murderous decades in history, yet our moral categories and responsibility are pathetically inadequate for facing up to this fact—let alone a future, in Churchill’s words, ‘made more sinister, and perhaps more protracted, by the lights of perverted science.’  The point is not that the modern people are more evil than those in previous generations, but that modern destructiveness is infinitely greater because of the mismatch between the weakness of morality and the power of modernity.” In some segments of society, evil is cool. 

There is a profound protest as to way things are, but it seems the more insurgents we kill or capture, the more there are to replace the ones caught or killed. Stamping out all the false religions of the world would be an impossible task, at least for now. Where does the blame lie? Will there ever be an end to the suffering and the problem of evil? If God is so good and so powerful, why doesn’t He stop the suffering, war, tyranny, crime and injustice in the world? This leaves us with a dilemma. Either God wills to remove the evil and is not able, or He does not will to remove the evil, as yet. On a personal note, how can we achieve victory and possess soundness of mind in the midst of all this pain, suffering and evil?    To this end, Guinness presents a book dealing with these issues and provides the reader through personal stories and historical insight with an adequate understanding and a “brilliant map to help us navigate and confront the difficult landscape of modern life, and modern evil.”  It is a book of hope and inspiration. 

Christians can still sing, “We shall overcome.”  The Lord Jesus said, “Be of good cheer, for I have overcome the world.”  “The God whom Jesus shows on the Cross is one who defeats evil by taking it to himself, letting it do its worst to him, and then overcoming it. No wonder the crucifixion of Jesus is the supreme pattern of innocent suffering in history. ”  Jesus is the God who suffers with us. Jesus is the compassionate God who will rectify every wrong, and bring eternal justice to this round, revoluting yet revolting world of ours. Happy Reading!   

