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Hell Under Fire: Modern Scholarship Reinvents Eternal Punishment. (General 

Editors: Christopher W. Morgan and Robert A. Peterson)  Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing Company.   256 pages


With sin and hell vanishing from the evangelical landscape, all that remains is the attitude that boys will be boys, and God will overlook or forget sin and its consequences. Have we given up on reality in search for a good fantasy?  For centuries the theological attacks have come from without including philosophers who denied the deity of Christ, the infallibility of Scripture, the Triune Godhead, and even the thought of eternal punishment. In recent times, however, the attacks against biblical truth have come from within. Some notable Christians deny the existence of endless judgment upon the wicked. Whether it is the advocacy of universalism or annihilationism, some suppose a loving, merciful God is incompatible with eternal punishment.  What ever happened to hell? Where did it go?


This book consists of nine contributors presenting various articles on the issues and problems relating to the existence of hell. The writers include Gregory K. Beale, Daniel L. Block, Sinclair B. Ferguson, R. Albert Mohler, Jr., Douglas J. Moo, Christopher W. Morgan, J.I. Packer, Robert A. Peterson and Robert W. Yarbrough. It is refreshing to see these men taking a stand besides the ones we have depended upon in the past, such as John MacArthur, John Piper, R.C. Sproul, Norman Geisler, Carl Laney, Erwin Lutzer, David Wells, Paige Patterson, Douglas Groothuis, James Kennedy, Os Guinness, Josh McDowell, just to name a few. 


Mohler presents a historical background of how far the church has come in terms of the doctrine of hell. Daniel Block provides doctrinal teaching on hell from the Old Testament while Yarbrough, Moo, and Beale focus on the teachings of Jesus, Paul and the Book of Revelation on the doctrine of hell.  J.I. Packer tackles the heretical teaching of universalism putting it into perspective and showing why Bible believing Christians must reject it. Annihilationism, the belief that those who die apart from saving faith in Jesus Christ will be ultimately destroyed, is aptly addressed by Christopher Morgan. 


Wrapping it up, Sinclair Ferguson wisely deals with the preacher and the certain reality of hell. While increasing numbers of professing Christians find the idea of hell and everlasting punishment intolerable, the God called preacher has a moral, spiritual and personal responsibility to God and his or her congregation to preach the whole counsel of God. Based on the testimony of the Word of God, of the holy apostles, and of the Lord Jesus Christ, hell does exist. All who die without Jesus Christ will go to hell. Sinners must be warned. The Bible remains clear. Hell, though prepared for the devil and his angels, is shared by real human beings. As intolerable a thought it may be, nevertheless, we must view truth as God has revealed. A person either inherits the kingdom of God or resides forever in the Lake of Fire, which is the Second Death. 


One wonders where will all of this denial of God’s truth lead in the last days before the Lord Jesus returns to earth. If God dies, and hell vanishes away, whatever will become of Hitler, Stalin, Idi Amin and all those Christ rejectors? Indeed hell may be under fire, but popular opinion and alternative views will not dampen or extinguish the fiery flames of hell. 

The Scandal of the Evangelical Conscience: Why Are Christians Living Just 

Like The Rest of the World by Ronald J. Sider. (2005) Grand Rapids: Baker Book House.  140 pages. 


The message of the book is a reminder of how far Christians have come especially in the last fifty years or so. The author unveils what we have known for some time now, and that is, there are few differences between most Christians and non-Christians. Culture exercises greater influence upon the Church, than the other way around. “From money to sex to racism to personal self-fulfillment, a scandalous percentage of Christians are violating biblical standards with barely a twinge of conviction.”  


Some of the statistics are staggering to say the least.  Michael Horton wrote, “Survey after survey demonstrates that evangelical Christians are as likely to embrace lifestyles every bit as hedonistic, materialistic, self-centered, and sexually immoral as the world in general.”  For example, divorce is more common among Christians than in the general American population.  A mere 4.27 percent of evangelicals tithe. According to Barna, 25 percent of “born-again” folk live with a member of the opposite sex without being married.  Twenty-six percent of traditional evangelicals do not think premarital sex is wrong, and 46 percent of nontraditional evangelicals say it is morally okay. The percentage of Christian men involved in pornography is not much different than that of the unsaved. Theologically conservative Christians commit domestic abuse at least as often as the general public.  Born again Christians spend seven times more hours each week in front of their televisions than they spend in Bible reading, prayer and worship. Only 14 percent of born-again adults rely on the Bible as their moral compass and believe that moral truth is absolute. And we wonder where will all of this lead in the future?  


Sider presents what the Bible teaches the expected quality of a Christian’s life should be in light of one’s call to be a follower of Jesus Christ. During the days of the early Church, there was a precious attractiveness about the faith and behavior of the early believers. Jesus, and later Paul, called for costly obedience and radical discipleship. Happiness comes not first from material things, but from a right relationship with God and with people. The kingdom of God eclipsed anything earthly and temporal. Casual Christianity was unacceptable. Cheap grace found no place in apostolic preaching. Sunday was the Lord’s day, not a half day and the rest for play. There was no jumping from one church to the next, seeking better tennis courts and swimming pools. Safe sex was sex within marriage. Birth control came by avoidance of premarital sex. Sermons were not light and informal. The slightest departure from Scripture’s truth was labeled “false.” The Gospel was the Gospel of Jesus Christ, not the Gospel of Self-Esteem. Hell was hot and heaven sweet. The transforming and dynamic power of genuine faith was transparent for all to see.  Instead of the world turning the church upside down, leaving it wobbling and wrenching in endless agony, the Church marched triumphantly throughout the Roman Empire, to the uttermost parts of the earth, proclaiming, “Jesus is Lord, Jesus is Lord!”. 


Is there any hope for the modern Church?  Is the Church incorrigible?  All one has to do is be reminded there is a God, and as long as He exists, there is always hope, but especially for the Church. Some would say that the Church is on its way out, and it is, on its way out of this sin-cursed earth!  Jesus Christ suffered, bled and died and paid the ransom for His Church, and He is not about to abandon her in the fray, leaving her to the wolves and that roaring lion. No, He stands at the door and knocks, calling believers back to Himself, pleading with them to repent and to return and remember all that God has done for them.  He knocks, ever so gently, calling us, wooing us to withdraw from sin’s influences, and influence sinners with Christ’s love, and join hands and hearts with fellow believers, and seek His face while He may be found. Let our lifestyles match our confession. Adorn the Gospel with the beauty of holiness. Remember your resident alienship. We’re not home yet, but it won’t be long. Just you wait and see.    Happy Reading!   

