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Perspectives on Spirit Baptism: Five Views. (Chad Owen Brand, Editor)  

Nashville: Broadman and Holman Publishers.  338 pages


The contributors of the five beliefs on the baptism of the Holy Spirit are as follows: (1) the Sacramental View, Ralph Del Colle, (2) the Wesleyan View, H. Ray Dunning, (3) the Charismatic View, Larry Hart, (4) the Pentecostal View, Stanley M. Horton, and (5) the Reformed View, Walter C. Kaiser, Jr.     Each contributor presents the biblical, historical and theological issues within the perspective, and provides a brief response to the other traditions. The central purpose of the book is to ascertain which tradition is most faithful to Scripture.


For readers who may be confused about this particular doctrinal subject, will not likely find all the answers they may be looking for in this book. The controversy of Spirit Baptism focuses primarily on subsequence and tongues. Some of the issues addressed include: Is a Christian Spirit baptized at the time of conversion, sanctification or something beyond sanctification?  Is sanctification a form of Spirit baptism?  Is Paul’s theology of Spirit baptism the same as Luke’s theology of Spirit baptism? Can a person have the Spirit without being Spirit filled? Is speaking in tongues a normative sign of Spirit baptism? What is a spiritual Christian?  What is the role of spiritual gifts in the life of the believer? What is the purpose of Spirit baptism?


The typical Reformed position maintains that the baptism of the Spirit occurs at the time of one’s conversion. Classical Pentecostals believe that Spirit baptism occurs after one’s conversion, and some claim the baptism must occur after the second, definite experience of sanctification, and is evidenced by speaking in tongues or languages. Is Spirit baptism the second blessing or the third blessing? Hart’s treatment of the subject gave this reviewer trouble in discovering his theological position. He seems to be saying that a Christian has conversion and charisma at the same time, and that the gift of the Holy Spirit is the culmination of Christian initiation, however experienced. He definitely stated [as the Charismatic position] that a Christian may or may not speak in tongues when Spirit baptized. 


The strength of the book as a theological discussion of Spirit baptism is that

various views are briefly presented, and points are made. The other contributors then provide counterpoints giving the reader additional insight or questions to consider in light of each point and counterpoint. In addition, the contributors agree that Spirit baptism translates into empowerment for missions and evangelism causing believers to speak God’s Word more boldly. In particular, the Wesleyan point of view advocates that Spirit baptism provides “indispensable empowerment for one’s growth in holiness,” therefore empowering the believer to reach the lost as love conquers all. 


The weakness of the book revealed in its brief pages is that the one perspective absorbing the most Scriptural truths about Spirit Baptism seemed to be elusive. Considerable ambiguities exist within these pages. Absolute scriptural clarity was weighed and found wanting.  Even Horton, a most worthy presenter representing Pentecostals, appeared weak in his explanation of sanctification prior to Spirit Baptism by generalizing the issue requiring it to be an experience that follows conversion, and is evidenced by speaking in tongues. Many third wavers today deny the teaching of the second blessing, and teach that believers are baptized in the Spirit at the time of conversion, and oftentimes down play the need for glossolalia.  


Anyone preaching or teaching on the Holy Spirit will benefit from the information in this volume.  Where does all this leave the reader? It leads me to fall back on my Bible and believe God’s Word, reverently and completely. 

In Search of Paul: A New Vision of Paul’s Words and World by John 

Dominic Crossnan and Jonathan L. Reed.  San Francisco: Harper Publishers.  447 pages.


Allow this reviewer a brief explanation about this book. It has been in my possession for some time now, and after having read it, I considered not doing a review on it because of the way I felt about it. However, as I browsed various Christian bookstores finding it in all of them, and seeing Crossnan, the eminent professor and foremost historical Jesus scholar of our time, on a number of documentaries on biblical times and the biblical world, it became a burden too great to bear any longer. 


The book is expensive, and if you are like me, there are too many books on the shelves that have proven not very useful and sometimes unfit or unsafe for regular use in the ministry. This book is no exception. Its utility is restricted to the archaeological and historical value about the Grecian and Roman Empire it may hold such as information about coins, statues, inscriptions, agoras, aqueducts, architecture, roads and ports, tombstones and catacombs, temples, idols, and many ancient ruins recently discovered. As far as gaining quality insight into the life and ministry of the Apostle Paul, forget it. In fact, the little good that may come from reading this book about Paul is the anger and frustration one would feel after having read it, and desiring to defend one of the greatest Christians and Apostles who ever lived.  In searching for Paul, the authors failed to find him in places where he has been for centuries, approved by various authoritative Christian councils.  


Let me hasten to make the point. Crossnan set out to establish the case that the Book of Acts is the most ambiguous source for understanding Paul’s life and work, mission and message. Did I miss something?  He claims that seven of Paul’s epistles are either pseudo-Paul (someone writing who had another name but used the name “Paul”) or post-Paul (someone writing whose name was Paul, but who was not Paul of Tarsus), which include Ephesians, Colossians, II Thessalonians, I and II Timothy, and Titus. This means these precious, inspired, infallible, inerrant books   are “inauthentic”. Whatever happened to the closed Canon of Scripture that includes the sixty-six books?  He claims discrepancies and admits some similarities between the Lukan Paul and the Pauline Paul based on what he calls “the Lukan fiction” and the Pauline fact. But which Paul are we to believe, if the Paul who claims to be Paul, is not the right Paul at all? How can we afford to be without the proper and unmistakable Paul?  He argues that the Book of Romans was Paul’s, the real Paul’s, last will and testament, notwithstanding the translucent language of II Timothy. He claims that Jesus and Paul were, in his own words, “flatly wrong,” about the parousia as being something that would occur “soon.”  Paul may have expected the return of Jesus Christ to occur in his lifetime, but does that mean he was flatly wrong? Flatly, categorically, positively, uncompromisingly, and unconditionally not! Jesus was not and never will be “wrong”. Jesus did not make mistakes.  Crossnan represents Paul as saying the details about the human future are usually wrong, but details about the divine future are always wrong. But aren’t the divine future and the human future the same, since we have only one God, and who’s Divine Will shall be executed with no possibility of transversal or eradication?  There is only one history, and it is “His Story”. There is only one actual and factual future, and God is in control of that. 


Other statements and features were just as disturbing. Sadly, though some of the book could be useful, such as the pictures of ancient ruins, coins, inscriptions, and statues, it offers nothing that will enable readers to become more knowledgeable about the great Apostle of the Uncircumcision. My advice is save your money, and purchase volumes that will be helpful in ministry.

The Complete Guide to the Parables: Understanding and Applying the Stories 

of Jesus by R.T. Kendall. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House Company.

351 pages


Now here is a beneficial volume that is literarily engaging, well researched, very pragmatic, and essential reading for anyone who desires to study and deliver messages on the New Testament parables.  R. T. Kendall, a passionate and Spirit empowered writer, spent 25 years pastoring the historic Westminster Chapel in London, England, as successor to G. Campbell Morgan and Martyn Lloyd-Jones. He has earned the right for a hearing on any biblical subject, and the parables are no exception. 


Several outstanding features enhance the value of the book: the 34 parables in a preaching, theological format, sound Scriptural support, the importance of each parable, numerous applications to real life that contextualize the truth of the parables in contemporary culture, a great source for illustrations, timely quotes, and penetrating and thought provoking questions. The reader will be challenged to get out of his or her comfort zone, and follow Christ passionately and with great determination. Little by little, God can continue to perfect us as we prayerfully read and study this book. 


Every Christian can benefit greatly from this helpful volume by R. T. Kendall. This book could serve as a foundation for a preaching series on the Parables, or perhaps, a small group study. To purchase this book would be money well spent. Happy Reading!  

