NC Conference                       “The Evangel”

Book Review
Rev. Merrill Davis

November 2005

Total Truth: Liberating Christianity from Its Cultural Captivity by


Nancy Pearcey.  Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway Books.


479 pages.


Nancy R. Pearcey is the Francis A. Schaeffer scholar at the World Journalism Institute who has a deep and profound understanding of worldview and cultural analysis. In this book, she provides a map of reality and convincingly shows that worldly wisdom with all of its trappings, and today’s cultural confusions are no match to the Christian faith once delivered to the saints. She strongly advocates that the Christian faith is not simply a series of truths combined together to make a story, but the truth about total reality, providing a clear understanding of where we came from, and, the kind of worldview every Christian ought to possess that can withstand the scrutiny of the postmodern mind providing a solid foundation that will enable every believer to survive the spiritual wasteland of today. 


We often sing, “Take this whole world, but give me Jesus,” which may be understood as the world of creation that includes sorrow, pain and heartache or the world that is anti-God, anti-Christ, and anti-Christian Church. However believers interpret it when they sing the song, it represents a view that this world is not all there is, and there is a world to come, that is far better than this sin cursed world. Is it possible for believers to unknowingly adopt the ways of the world we seek to have nothing to do with as we journey through this land? Does the danger of doing the Lord’s work in the flesh leading to outright sin exist? Is it right for a non-profit organization to use for-profit techniques to expand the financial and people base? It was Hudson Taylor, the great missionary to China who said that the Lord’s work must be done in the Lord’s way, if it is to have the Lord’s blessing. Do we truly believe that anymore? Is the anti-intellectualism and anti-creedal stance eroding the foundations of our Pentecostal-charismatic faith? If the foundations be destroyed, where shall we stand and to whom shall we go?  


The author presents an overview of the development and influences of the modern worldview, and makes a solid case for the Christian worldview as the only worldview that supports the highest aspirations of the human heart, the key that fits the lock of the universe, the lens to interpret the whole of reality, the Great Story where every chapter keeps getting better and better, and the only possible way to participate in real, eternal love. Indeed, when the people of the world see the supernatural dimension of the Christian Church in the way Christians love one another and their serious, no nonsense deep devotion to Jesus Christ, then the message of the Gospel becomes plausible to them. 

Pearcey wrote “The church is called to be a witness to the gospel through an authentic demonstration of love and unity. May God give us the grace to be worldview missionaries, building lives and communities that give an authentic witness of His existence before a watching world.”    May God do just that!     

The Rejected Blessing: An Untold Story of the Early Days of the 


Pentecostal Movement by Jim Kerwin.  Coon Rapids, MN:


OTC Publishing.  95 pages


The message of sanctification seems to be adrift for so many today because of the misunderstandings and controversies of the past, and because, quite frankly, so few preachers preach a genuine, contemporary message of holiness anymore. Few, it seems, are in total agreement about the whole system of belief concerning sanctification. One supporter of the book wrote, “In a time when the message of inward holiness, wrought by the Spirit’s transforming power, is treated as outmoded, outdated, or irrelevant, this book has a much needed message for the Body of Christ, especially for Pentecostals and Charismatics.” What is the needed message Kerwin offers?


 What is sanctification? What is entire sanctification? Can the carnal nature be removed from a human being like a rotten tooth can be extracted from the mouth? In other words, can the indwelling sin principle be completely eradicated from the life of the justified believer? Does sanctification mean a towering spirituality, or is there some sort of process involved over time? If sanctification is real, where are the truly sanctified?  What does it look like?  Give examples of how sanctification works in the arena of life. In the legalism/license extremes, where does the experience of sanctification fit in? If entire sanctification means the eradication of the sin nature, and the desire to sin is removed, then is the entirely sanctified believer eternally saved who can never sin again?  Was John Wesley’s lower way of Christian life biblical and approved of God?  What did William Seymour and William H. Durham believe about the Wesleyan doctrine of sanctification?


There was heated controversy in the early days of the Pentecostal movement. Durham advocated a finished work of regeneration and sanctification that occur simultaneously. In Kerwin’s words, “The Christian received everything at the same time.” Seymour taught a two-fold work of the Spirit in regeneration and crisis sanctification in which sanctification was a subsequent work.  In the year 1911, a battle on the two different teachings occurred. Durham used the pulpit of William Seymour to teach the Finished Work doctrine, but was later stopped when Seymour padlocked the church doors! Charles Parham, the founder of the Apostolic Faith Movement, became involved and asked the Lord to intervene by taking the life of the person preaching the wrong doctrine. That same year, Durham, at the age of 39 died on July 7th. 


The twist in the story comes when the truth of the matter is that the Assemblies of God, the Foursquare Church and others claim Durham as a spiritual father.  Durham was right claiming that sanctification was a part of the Finished Work of Christ, and he admitted that subsequent sanctification experiences might be valid. Later review of his writings reveal that Durham resisted the subsequence not the eradication of inbred sin. The Cherished Doctrine of eradication of the sin nature, the rejected blessing, Kerwin admits, has never become a major doctrine of a large number of Pentecostals and charismatics. This is the call and cry of the book, that Pentecostals would rediscover the missing heritage of the handmaiden of sanctification. 


Questions remain about sanctification that continue to be discussed and evaluated. Are heart purity and entire sanctification identical in meaning?  Can the heart be pure with the Adamic nature remaining in the believer?  Can the old time Holy Ghost power be experienced without entire sanctification? 

Embracing Our Place: Strategies, Struggles, and Successes of


Ministry Wives. (Edited by Faye Leggett)  Franklin Springs, 


Georgia: LifeSpring Resources.   150 pages.


Faye Leggett, the wife of Bishop James D. Leggett, General Superintendent of the International Pentecostal Holiness Church, serves as editor of this inspiring publication for Christian women, especially the wives of ministers. The book offers a wide array of counsel, strategies for success and survival, down to earth practical advice, testimonies of Christian women such as Fay Hedgepeth, Mary Burchett, Jewelle Stewart, Judith Phelps, Melba E. Potter, who have learned to depend on God in tough times, and essential prayer points, that serve as breaks in the reading, to pause, reflect, and seek the face of God to ask Him for divine help in the matters and issues addressed at the time. 


What is so striking about the book is the honesty and transparency of the contributors as they lay bare their heart and soul to the reader. The writers share their experiences of failure, struggles and successes in life and ministry. A pastor’s wife who takes the ministry seriously and remains loyal to her husband is a precious jewel. Behind every good man is the woman, and behind every good woman is the God who remains faithful and true, as she supports, prays, encourages and on occasions, corrects (gentle, mild, almost harmless rebuke) her spouse in the ministry. In these days of great stress and pressure on the pastoral family, a publication of this nature is needed because it is a valuable resource for ministers’ wives and a reminder of the faithfulness of God.  The book would make a wonderful Christmas or birthday gift for the pastor’s wife, if she doesn’t already own it.     Happy Reading!  

